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friend of Cosimo, and had acted as librarian to the Medici
Library when it was being formed; and he, on becoming
Pope, having taken part in all the life of Art and Learning
at work in Florence, was burning to inaugurate a similar
state of things in Rome. He took the name of Nicholas V;
"and," we are told, "he determined to make Rome, at this
time so desolate and ruined, the metropolis of the world.3*
He took active measures at once, both in the domain of Art
and in that of Learning.

In 1450 there was invented at Mayence the art of print-
ing fraught with greater consequences to mankind than many
ofher events of this time which then seemed of far greater
importance than this at first obscure invention.

In 1452 the Emperor Frederick III visited Italy, and on
his way to Rome passed through Florence, where he stayed
with Cosimo in the Medici Palace.

In the same year war again broke out in Italy, caused
by Alfonso, King of Naples, who, on the death of Filippo
Visconti, had taken his place as the disturbing factor in
Italy, and who now invaded Florence's territory. In the war
that followed Naples and Venice were ranged against Flor-
ence and her new ally, Milan. This was the balance of power
which Cosimo had with much labour striven to create. It
was shown to be thoroughly satisfactory, Venice and Naples
being able to effect nothing against Florence and Milan; and
, after a tim.3, discovering this, they became ready to agree
to the peace which through the Pope was proposed and con-
cluded. Pope Nicholas V took no part in the war, urging all
states to abandon their feuds and combine against the Turks
to prevent the fall of Constantinople, then closely besieged;
but none heeded him.

For nearly twenty years Cosimo's administration of for-
eign policy had given him unremitting labour. But these
efforts had been crowned with success. He had by degrees